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FROM: J. D. Coleman
Sports Information 
Montana University
Missoula, Montana September 11, 1957
MISSOULA, Mont., Sept._____ One o f  Montana's great linemen o f  the recent past,
Joe DeLuca, 25, A ll-Skyline guard in 1953 and 1954 and All-America mention in 1954, 
returned to  the G rizzly camp th is  f a l l  to a s s is t  Head Coach Jerry Williams as a 
graduate assistant lin e  and freshman coach.
The 5-10, 210-pounder, who c a lls  Weed, C a l i f . ,  home, has been working with 
the varsity guards during f a l l  d r i l l s ,  but w il l  handle the freshman lin e  when the 
yearlings turn out Oct. 2. He w il l  begin work toward a m aster's degree when f a l l  
quarter opens Sept. 30.
DeLuca won admiration and acclaim  throughout the Skyline during h is three- 
yead playing career fo r  h is outstanding performances as a guard and linebacker 
for the S ilv e r t ip s . He was one o f  the f iv e  Montana seniors named to the Skyline 
team to play in the Salad Bowl at Phoenix, A r iz ., Jan. 2, 1955, and received 
accolades fo r  h is tremendous lin e  play during the game.
Following his graduation DeLuca earned a shot with the profession al B ritish  
Columbia Lions but an in ju ry  and a serv ice  c a l l  cut his pro career short.
He spent two years in the Army and was released from a ctiv e  duty early th is 
fa ll in the grade o f corp ora l.
"Big Joe" has a set o f  vocal cords to match his physique and his voice can 
be heard booming over the practice  f i e ld  as he leads the perspiring G rizzly  hope­
fuls in conditioning d r i l l s  or sends them to i l in g  up the "switchback" on Mt. 
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DeLuca, who is  unmarried, l iv e s  with the team in Craig Hall and as a p roctor , 
keeps a wary eye out fo r  any young S ilv e r t ip  who might fe e l  the 10:30 tra in in g  
curfew is  cramping his s ty le .
DeLuca played one year o f  fo o tb a ll  at Olympic (Wash.) Junior College under 
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